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Court says gay ex- soldier can re-enlist
fMt Assoonro rrman

The Supr»m« Court ywtcrdar
carved out • on«-m«n excrp(lnn (s
the mllllarr tervtee*' btn on homo*
temnla.

The cCTiri let stand a fedfr*! ap-
pmlfiCTNin nillnft lhal the Army can
not bar re-cnilflmeni h)r« hommex-
iwl anidier when It hai known for
}«art abnut hU aemMl orienialtnn.

•Pie JiiMl'f*. irtthoiit cnmnif^l,
rejected 'he niish admlRliitrallan'i
challenge lo the relnitalFtnent of
Pcrrr Wilkin* flf Ikrnma. tMith.. •
i6-year vr'ervn with an excHkinl
acrvtcr record.

Buoh idmlnlftratkm law yen ar-
(ued lhal the federal gnwmtnmt
never should he barred tmni applr-
ln| a valM refulallnn

In the lawnili. Mr. Wttklns amigttt
relnftalcfnenl wlthtmckpay Ifewas
forced B) accepl an hoonrahle dla-
charfr In I9fl4 under a new Armjr
regulalbm reqtilrlng rtlachargeof all
howoaewialg.

Mr aafd yesterday. "My
next step If ohvinutly in get rein-
Mated' lie mid he wants tn serw
ontll hecan retlrvwith an Army petv
fVwi in about fl«T >Tar>

There was no Immediate rewttlon
fmm ihe Army or the Oepartment of
f>rfen*e.

itio rellnii b* the Wh U.I Clrcuti
Oxm of Apfwa did not adtirea* Itte
validity of lb« mllllary^ bm on
hofnnsezuali, trat noted that (h«
Army retieaiedly had re-enll(ted Mr.
H^lkltu.

Mr Wiikint was 19 when he was
drafted diirini the Vietnam W%r In
I<»fi7. In (Mlinn wit • pr^lndnc-tbin
medical form, he marked "ye*" In
an»'«Trfnt a queiitl<in that asked
whether he had homnirirmi tendrti-
cles. Me was indiiclrd anyway, and
•ubsequtntly was allow^ lo re-
enlist IhrMtlmaa.

P*ny WMMrft. • homoMxual, wM r»-«NMInlh« Army Th« Court
M stand • niNngthat taW >w Armyeouldnl bar Ha re-anhtmanl.

After two Iwirs of duty (n Korm,
Mr Wktklni «is statinneil at Fon
l>ewfs. n<:ar thcnma.

Fmrn i9A7 thrimich I9M1, he was
the mibject of three Army InveMlfs-
llnni Rarh one was sparked by Mr,
Hiklkint irlllnx mme iiiprrkH- aboul
hli"homo!te*itatlty. but after each In-
TCiilliiallon hn was alkmvd to ro-
enllst.

In tPAl, Ihe Army adapted a new
rriulstltm reqiilrlnd the dlscharm
of all homoaemiali.

A review bnard In I'd? vnted »n
discharfc Mr Mtkin*, tnil before
the dlM'harHc orders wcie lusued a
fe«lerat Judne barred the Army frmn
taking nich acIhm

Seven wars of court irwnemerlnff
aftd cxmriicllng rvllitis Mlawud be

fore the 11 )ttdfe paneO nillns test
year Biil Mr. Watklns wa* forced to
acc«pt an honorsMe d<*ctiar|e In
19M after a thrre judge appeals
cmrt panel mted B(a<n«t him.

The I'M ruling In favor of Mr,
Wilklns did not say he wnf enlllted
to hack pay. and lm|>lied Ihe Army
cntid iry lo discharge Wm for any
future homosesuai acts

nut Ihe ruling said Ihe Army
'may not attempt lo discharge Wel
kins for any alleged homnsevual acts
lhat i^e Ihe subject of past dis
charge pmceedlngs nr for any pa*l
or fittuie slalements Hy VV^ikini ac-
krwwledglitg his homo«eKii»Hiy'

The cane had been closely
watched by homosesusl Hghis advo
cate*.

"These days. wcU take a Wctnry
any way wvcan get nne."aald I^ul
DiSVmatnnf IheNallisuil Gay PIghK
Advocates In 7!an Frsnclsm atter ac
knowledging that Mr ^^>ltkl^N' vic
tory was a fuirtnw («i»

Asked <rhe anilclpaieil problems
after hit rdnstalemenl. Mr \ftlkins
said' "Tlmt goes wilhoul saying The
problems lhat are going to be ihere
are the problems th^ tvsrem hself
will cmate. ... I'm asking for the
same Hghls any other clliten r«-
ceUrs."

In oiheraciton yesterday, the high
court:

• Refused (t>let some f^KrtD RIcb
cableTVsystems be i^marruted ^
carrying Ihr Ptayhoy Channel, r*-
burring arguments lhat states' sntl-
otwcCTiity effoi'ts may t»e hampered
undtily. The JuMlces, wilimiii com-
ITM^I, let stand rutlngn thai such
prosecutkmsare pre-empted by fed
eral law.

• l..eft Intact a rvling from Illinois
lhal lets prosecutors punish buil-
nesses convicted of duling In ot^
acenity by aeUlng their praparty

5|5l
^ .T 2 « <5


